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8 November 1965

f IMEMCRANDUMFOR: Deputy Director of Cent ra l Intell igence

j SUBJECT . , , Book Review: Neo-Colonialism: The L a s t 4
V ‘ Stage of Imperialism by Kwame Nkrumah

“5: 1 . This memorandum '18f o r in format ion only to cal l your attention
to the just-published book Nee-Colonialism: The Las t Stage Of Imperialism

_. ' by Kwame Nkrumah. The book is published in London by Thomas Nelson
_ and Sons Ltd, 1965, and i t i s th is edit ion which is also be ingut i l i zed in

‘ '_. Accra.
2. _Nkrumah's thesis is stated in h i s int roduct ion as f o l l ows ;

_ "The essence of nee-colonialism is that the State
. which is subject to it i s , in theory, independent and
has a l l the outward trappings of internat ional sovereignty.
In rea l i t y i t s economic sys tem and thus i t s po l i t i ca l
po l i cy is d i rected f r o m outside. " (p . i x )

' _ To support th i s v iew that neo-colonial ist con t ro l is to a considerable ex ten t
exerc ised through economic or mone ta ry means, Nkrumah devotes the ma j o r

. ‘ p a r t of h i s book to a descr ipt ion of h i s views on neo-colonial is t economic
:’_ 1 con t ro l of the A f r i can continent and includes chapters on such subjects as
i‘fImperialist Finance, Monopoly Cap i ta l i sm, Min ing Interests, Diamond

:. " ~'Groups, and EconomicPressures. .

3. Chapter 18, " T h e Mechanismsof Neo-Colonial ism, " (pp. 239‑
» 254) i s the one which has mo s t caught the eye o f the press and i s o f g r e a t e s t

. f interest t o CIA. He re Nk rumahexplains how the impe r i a l i s t powers achieve
5; t he i r modern objectives wh ich they f o rme r l y achieved bynaked colonialism. ,

_T h eU.S. is the w o r s t offender in Nkrumah's opinion, u t i l i z i ng

. " . .. the extended tentacles of the Wal l S t ree t
- octopus. And i t s suction cups and muscu la r s t rength
; a r e prov ided by a phenomenon dubbed “The Inv i s i b l e
Government ' , a r i s i n g f r o m Wa l l S t reet 's connection
‘with the Pentagon and var ious intel l igence services. "
(p. 240)
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‘ Nkrumah then regales the reader wi th a quotat ion f r o m Wise and Ross'
_‘ The Invisible Government and cites t h em to the effect that the intel l igence

network employs about 2.00. 000 people and spends bi l l ions of dol lars a yea r.

4 . Nkrumah notes the imper ia l i s t use o f labor through various
' international labor organizations, including the Afr ica-American Labou r ‘
Centre "under AFL -C IO chief George Meany and the well-known CIA man
in labour's top echelons, I r v i n g Brown." (p . 244)

5. Nkrumah finds Hollywood's movies to be "loaded. " but effective.
He notes that:

"...‘along With mu r de r and the W i l d Wes t goes an
incessant ba r rage of ant i -socia l is t propaganda, in which '
the t rade union man. the revolut ionary, or the m a n of da r k
sk i n is general ly cas t as the v i l la in , whi le the pol iceman,
the gum-shoe. the Federa l agent-min a wo rd , t he CIA- t ype
spy - - i s e v e r the hero. He r e , t r u l y, is the ideological u n de r ‑
be l ly o f those po l i t i ca l mu r de r s which so of tenuse loca l
people as t he i r instruments." (p. 246) '

‘ , 6. Nkrumah envisages a huge American ideological p lan. commenc ‑
-Ai n g in 1961. which ut i l izes a l l faci l i t ies " f r om press and rad i o to Peace Corps . “

C 5 l He cites var ious in ternat ional conferences to accompl ish these a ims in which
t h e part ic ipants allegedly included CIA, USIA, the Pentagon,the International

_f 3Development Agency (A ID ) , the Peace Corps and others. "Programmes we r e
' 1 j drawn up which included the systemat ic use of U. S. cit izens abroad in v i r ‑
‘ f t ua l intel l igence act iv i t ies and propaganda work. " (p . 247)

7. Stressing the U.S. effor ts to lead. the propaganda offensive of
' f all Western countr ies, Nkrumah notes that:

"Among inst ruments of such Wes te rn pyscholog ica l
warfare a r e numbered the inte l l igence agencies of
Western count r ies headed by those of the Uni ted States
‘Invisible Government. ' B u t mo s t significant among
t h e m a l l a r e Mo r a l Re-Armament (MRA), the Peace
' Corps and the United States Informat ionAgency (USIA). "
(P0 248)
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' Nkrumah notes fu r ther that several newspapers, including some in the Wes t ,
have claimed that MRA is actual ly subsidized by CIA. However, fee l ing
that MRA's influence was on the wane, Pres ident Kennedy establ ished the
Peace Corps under Sargent Shriver. ‑

"a mi l l ionaire who made h i s p i le in land specu‑
l a t ion in Chicago, was also known as the f r iend,
confidant and co-worker of the f o rme r head of the

- Central Intell igence Agency, A l l en Dulles. These
two had worked together in both the Office of St ra teg ic
Services, U. S. wa r - t ime intel l igence agency, and in
the C IA . " (p . 249)

l ‘~Nkrumah states that Shr i ve r made a mockery o f Kennedy's ins t ruc t ion to
keep the C IA ou t of the Peace Corps. no t ing , in suppor t , t ha t a l l o f the
l a t t e r ‘ s members a r e careful ly screenedby the FBI!

8. Nkrumah then tu rns h i s fi r e on USIA, noting i t s close coordina ‑
t i o n w i t h C IA as we l l as "even a rmed fo r ces intelligence centres. " (p . 250)
USIA, Nk rumah concludes, is "a t o p intel l igence a r m of the U. S. im p e r i ‑
al ists." (p . 250) Among USIA's a l leged act iv i t ies a re the organ iza t ion of
networks of mon i to rs f o r r ad i o broadcasts and telephone conversations,
r ec ru i t i ng i n f o rme rs f r o m government office 9 . and collecting secret i n f o r ‑
mation. It al legedly supplies a rm s to anti-neutralist..forces such as those
of Tshombe and General P a k in Korea! (p. 251);

-9 . Nkrumah notes that:

” I t is by no means unusual f o r U. S. Intelligence _
to se t up i t s own business fi rm s which a r e mere l y
th in ly disguised espionage centres. " ( p . 251)

C i t ing an a r t i c l e in the Soviet magazine Internat ional A f fa i r s , he avers tha t
C I A establ ished Western Enterpr ises Inc., in Ta iwan to send spies and
saboteurs to South China and the New As i a Trad ing Company in India to earn‑
ouflage agents in South-east Asia. However, Nkrumah assures the reade r
that nee-colonial ism can and w i l l be defeated.

10. Copies of th i s book have been sent to the DDI , as w e l l as CA

Approved For Release1999/09/17 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000600010011-6



Approved For Release 1999/09/17 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000600010011-6

-4..
Staff, CI Staff and the A f r i can Division/ DDP f o r study and whatever action

' = these components consider advisable.
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